
don’t spread bacteria!
Grades k-2

© 2015 Iowa State University  www.waterrocks.org

It’s a fact of life. Everybody poops! Kids, parents, teachers, firefighters, scientists, dogs,  
kangaroos, and cows – everybody poops. It’s the way our bodies get rid of waste. It’s natural. 
But poop is full of harmful bacteria, which can make us sick. We don’t want harmful bacteria 
to spread, so it’s really important to keep them out of our water. When bacteria get in our  
water, people and animals who use the water can get sick.

Mark a big red “X” on the pictures that show ways that bacteria can spread and get into the 
water. Circle the pictures that show good ways that we can keep bacteria from spreading 
and getting into water.
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